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Etiquette for Canada’s National Flag 


The national flag, adopted by Parliament 
and proclaimed by Her Majesty the Queen, 
was inaugurated on February 15, 1965 at 
ceremonies in Ottawa and throughout Canada 
as well as at official Canadian posts abroad. 

It is a distinctive symbol which identifies 
Canada in all parts of the world. Canadians 
at home wishing to fly the flag may do so at 
any time and in any place, as long as they 
treat the flag with the respect that such a 
symbol warrants. The generally established 
customs for official use may be taken as a 
guide. 


Flying the Flag 


Officially, the flag is flown on land only in 
daylight hours, being raised at sunrise and 
lowered at sunset. 

There is no Official statute concerning a 
salute to the flag in Canada as in some coun- 
tries. When the flag is raised it is customary 
for civilian males to stand and remove their 
hats. Women also stand. 

The flag may be flown at night on special 
occasions, when it should be illuminated. 


With Other Flags 


When more than one flag is flown and It is 
impossible to hoist or lower them at the same 
time, the Canadian flag should be hoisted 
first and lowered last. 

Territorial flags flown together — for ex- 
ample, the flag of another country or a pro- 
vincial flag along with the Canadian flag — 
should be flown on separate staffs. They 
should be of approximately the same size 
and flown at the same height. 


Non-territorial flags — for example, Cen- 
tennial flags — may be flown beneath the 
national flag when physical arrangements 
make it impossible for them to be flown sep- 
arately. But no flag, banner or pennant should 
be flown above the Canadian flag. 


Position of Honour 


When the national flag is flown with a 
second flag, the maple leaf flag occupies the 
staff on the left, from the viewpoint of the 
audience facing the flags. The two flags 
should be flown side by side and at the same 
height. They should also be of the same size. 

When three flags are flown together, the 
national flag occupies the centre staff and the 
flag of the country being honoured is on the 
left-hand staff, from the viewpoint of the au- 
dience facing the flags. 

When more than three flags are flown, the 
national flag may be at the left, or there may 
be one Canadian flag at each end of a line of 
flags if several countries are being repre- 
Semped: 

If a number of flags are carried in a 
procession or parade, the Canadian flag 
should be in the position of honour at the 
marching right or at the centre front. 


Displayed ona Wall 


If a flag is displayed flat against a wall, it 
is normally hung horizontally or vertically. 

If the national flag is displayed vertically, 
the top point of the maple leaf should be to 
the left and the stem to the right, as seen by 
spectators. 

There is no limit to the number of flags 
which may be displayed at one time as long 
as the display is in.good taste. This is espe- 
cially true for large open areas, banquet 
rooms and convention halls. 


During a Speech or Meeting 


If the national flag is displayed on a staff 
placed on a platform, stage or dais, it should 
be to the right of the speaker. 

It should not be used to cover the speak- 
er's table or draped in front of the platform, 
nor should it be allowed to touch the floor. 

If displayed flat against the wall at the 
back of the platform, the flag should be above 
and behind the speaker. 


On Ships and Boats 


The Canadian flag is designated as the 
proper national colours for all Canadian ships 
and boats, including pleasure craft. 

Foreign vessels may fly the Canadian flag 
as a‘‘courtesy flag’ when in a Canadian port. 


Other Customs 


The flag is used as a drape only on a Cas- 
ket of the dead or in the unveiling of a 
monument. 

When the flag is flown at half-mast, it 
should be hoisted first to the masthead, then 
lowered so that the centre of the flag is ex- 
actly half-way down the staff. 

When the flag becomes faded or worn, it 
should be disposed of by burning. This should 
be done quietly and without ceremony. It is 
not considered an act of disrespect to burn 
an unserviceable flag. 

The flag is never used for commercial 
advertising purposes. 


Colours and Emblem 


White and red, the colours of the flag, are 
the colours for Canada. They were so declar- 
ed and appointed officially by King George V 


on November 21, 1921 in a proclamation of 
Canada’s Coat of Arms recommended to His 
Majesty by the Canadian Government. 

The maple leaf has long been emblematic 
of Canada. Research undertaken by a former 
president of the Royal Society of Canada led 
him to conclude that ‘‘the maple leaf was 
looked upon as a fit emblem for Canadians as 
early as 1700 if not before’. Maple leaves 
were used widely by Canadians for decorating 
purposes in Toronto and elsewhere when the 
Prince of Wales visited Canada in 1860. Eight 
years later they appeared in the Coats of 
Arms granted by Queen Victoria to Ontario 
and Quebec, and in 1921, a similar sprig of 
maple leaves was used as the distinctively 
Canadian symbol in the new Coat of Arms 
mentioned above. 

The national flag is described as a red 
flag of the proportions two by length and one 
by width, containing in its centre a white 
square the width of the flag, with a single red 
leaf within the square. 
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